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DATES
To Remember

Men’s Annual 
72nd Retreat

 January
 17-19, 2020

Being A Man of
Faith Today.
It’s Not Easy!

Women’s
Annual Retreat

 June 3 - 5, 
2020

Dear Friends,
       As the summer passes quickly, St. Francis Retreat is gearing up for a new season of 
retreats, conferences, gathering and meetings of many different groups.  Since last fall, 
our clientele has increased considerably. We hosted two hundred and nine Catholic 
groups:  Twenty-nine Catholic grade and high schools, eleven Diocesan Clergy and Lay 
Leadership groups from the Dioceses of Monterey, San Jose, and Stockton. There were 
twenty-seven parishes groups, parish staffs, confirmation groups, from the Dioceses of 
Monterey, San Jose, and Oakland. Seventeen religious communities of men and women 
held various types of gatherings and enjoyed St. Francis. Last year there were thirty-
seven Christian Churches, ten parish groups from the Episcopal Diocese of El Camino 
Real, and 27 other Christian denomination events from Monterey-Salinas, San Jose and 
San Francisco Bay Peninsula, and seven non-Christian groups from all over the country.  
We hosted thirteen non-profit organizations for meetings and workshops.  There were 
forty-six quilter and stitching groups from all over the west. We hosted ninety-nine 
private retreatants, and twenty-one recovery groups from all over California. We 
provided sixteen sponsored retreats and days of recollections each first Friday of 
the month and each Wednesday during Advent and Lent. This last year we welcomed 
an approximate total of 7,600 guests to St. Francis Retreat.

       Along with an increase in activity, comes an increase in revenue which provides 
resources to do ongoing maintenance of our facilities and grounds. Our financial 
status is permitting us to begin the initial stages of the renovating the rooms in St. 
Francis Court. These are the oldest rooms in our facilities and are showing their signs 
of age. Our Retreat House Advisory Board has approved these first steps along with 
a five-year plan for other renovations and projects to improve our campus and to 
make it more energy efficient.  

      The Franciscan Order has requested that all Franciscan Institutions, throughout 
the world, implement the mind of Pope Francis as stated in his wonderful encyclical, 
Laudato Si. For those unfamiliar with this encyclical, Pope Francis presents the spiritu-
ality and implementation of respect and care for all God’s creation. As Franciscans, St. 
Francis of Assisi taught that we are in a relationship with all of God’s creation, which 
calls us to the upmost respect for what God has provided. As God is father of all, all 
creation is our brother and sister and is to be respected as such.  

      If we are to accomplish these projects, additional resources will be needed. As 
director, I will begin a fund-raising campaign asking for financial help to assist with 
these projects. St. Francis Court is our priority for the next twelve months.  We are in 
need of $200,000 to complete the renovation of these rooms.

        There are several upcoming events that you might consider.  Beginning with the 
First Friday of September, the first Friday days of recollection resume for this year.  
We will also have days of recollection on the Wednesdays of both Advent and Lent.  
The schedule and topics are listed on page three of this newsletter.         - continued -
                                                                                                                                 

Capital
CAMPAIGN
OUR GOAL
$600,000

Funds Raised
$281,242

$608,000



Fr. Ken - continued from front page -

In January we will host the annual Men’s Re-
treat that began seventy-two years ago. This 
year, I will be directing this retreat from Janu-
ary 17-19, 2020. The theme will:  Being A Man 
of Faith Today. It’s Not Easy! A women’s retreat 
will be offered June 3-5, 2020. This will be di-
rected by Beth Jordan, a long-time minister in 
the Church in various locations and now a re-
tired teacher. The topic for this retreat will be 
forth coming in the next newsletter. 
 
St. Francis Retreat continues to be an oasis of 
beauty, peace, quiet, and rest for all those who 
come our way.  You are always welcome. Please 
keep St. Francis Retreat in your prayers as we 
keep you in ours.
  
May the Lord Give You Peace!

Fr. Ken Laverone OFM, Director

SBC Chamber of Commerce July Mixer Celebrates Green Businesses

Progress towards “Caring for Our Common Home”
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, echoes the Franciscan 
commitment to live in solidarity with all creation and be-
come stewards of the gifts God has given us. To that end, 
we have committed ourselves to work toward Green 
Business Certification. We have already taken a number 
of steps in that direction and the goal is almost in sight.

So far we have:
lmConverted over 90% our lighting to energy saving LEDs

lmExpanded our native, drought tolerant plantings,
       reducing by over half the irrigated landscape on site

lmToilets are gradually being changed to low flow models
       and reduced flow showerheads installed in conjunction 
       with the county water department

lmInstituted a three stream waste management program
       to reduce what ends up in landfill by diverting to
       compost and recycled materials

lmStopped selling bottled water and have stocked
      reusable water bottles in the gift shop

We will be:
lmChanging our chemical sources to more sustainable
       products and packaging

lmSourcing an increased amount of recycled products

lmReducing our dependence on disposable products,
      such as plastic cups in the guest rooms

Our goal is to meet all the requirements by 
this time next year!



DAYS OF RECOLLECTION 2019
Sept. 6       Pilgrimage: A Way of Life
          Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Oct. 4         The Conversions of Francis & What
          Has Encouraged Me to Conversion?
                       Fr. Ken Laverone OFM
Nov. 1        Who Are the Communion of Saints  
         in My Life?
          Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM

ADVENT
Dec. 4         Am I Ready for God to Do Some-  
         thing New and Different in My Life?
            Fr. Ken Laverone OFM
Dec. 11      Prophets are Necessary but
         They Are A Real Pain
            Fr. Ken Laverone OFM
Dec. 18      God Speaks in Dreams: How Does
          God Speak to Me?
                     Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM

2020 DAYS OF RECOLLECTION
Jan. 3        It’s A New Year: Is It Time to Live
         A Simpler Life?
          Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Feb. 7        It Is Tough to Be a Christian in
         Today’s Social and Political World
                    Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM

LENT
Feb. 26     ASH WEDNESDAY
                      A Time to Spiritually Mature
           Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Mar. 4        What Leads Me into
                      Temptation? How Do I Respond?
           Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Mar. 11     Where Is God Leading Me Today?
         Am I Willing To Go?
                    Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM
Mar. 18     Is Grumbling Against God A Sin?
          Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Mar. 25     Do I See as God Sees or Does God

                     See as I See?

                       Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Vaquero Heritage Days
Thank You, Jane!

We want to express our deep gratitude to
Jane Merrill for her efforts over the past eight 
years in organizing Vaquero Heritage Days. 
Thousands of people participated in the four 
events held here at St. Francis Retreat and 
learned a lot about the Vaquero Heritage that 
lives on today in extraordinary ranchers and 
riders. Over $100,000 was raised through these 
events for the retreat, and for that we are equally 
grateful. Jane has told us that she is not able to 
continue organizing these events. Knowing the 
amount of work that goes into organizing such 
a great event, we fully understand. Once again, 
Thank you, friend, Jane. You are a special lady!

72nd ANNUAL
MEN’S RETREAT

January 17-19, 2020
Being a Man of Faith Today.

It’s Not Easy!
Retreat Director: 

Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

Annual
Women’s Retreat

June 3-5, 2020
Retreat Director:  Beth Jordan

SAVE THE DATE

Apr. 1        Dead or Alive: This Seems
         To Be the Question?
                    Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM
May 1        The Maternal Face of God
          Fr. Ken Laverone OFM

June 5       The Prayer That Jesus Taught Us:
         Something to Think About During
         the Summer  Fr. Paul Botenhagen OFM



St. Francis Retreat
Lots of Mother Nature

& Good food

Want more, come
and visit us !!

St. francis retreat
 P.O. BOX 970

San juan BautiSta, ca 95045

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

(831) 623-4234
www.StfranciSretreat.cOm
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Considering A Private Retreat?
Did you know that we have three cottages set aside
for individuals and couples to use for private retreats?
Each has a fully furnished kitchen if you choose to do your own 
cooking. Two have two bedrooms and one is just a single. If our 
kitchen is open, meals can be purchased. Fr. Paul and Fr. Ken 
are both available for private conferences & spiritual direction.  

(831) 623-4234 to check availability.

Memorialize your Retreat or your
support for SFR. Bricks $200 each.


